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A reflection on the significant findings published in 
Zoological Research over the past 35 years 
 
 
Since its founding in 1980 by a group of first generation 
biologists after the reform and opening of China, Zoological 
Research (ZR) has followed a rather long and difficult 35-year 
journey. However, through the excellent guidance of our former 
and current editors-in-chief, the extraordinary members of the 
editorial board and reviewers, and most importantly, with the 
strong support of our diligent and enthusiastic authors and 
readers, we have never deviated from our original goals, 
despite setbacks and frustrations, such as financial difficulties. 
Through all the trials and tribulations, we have retained our 
leading position as a respectable and quality academic journal. 

During the past 35 years, ZR has steadfastly placed a 
premium on the academic values and quality of the manuscripts 
it publishes. The many significant findings reported in ZR have 
not only aroused extensive discussions from both the academic 
and industrial fields, but also brought profound social effects.  

Hosted by the Kunming Institute of Zoology of the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences and the China Zoological Society, ZR has 
provided an avenue for significant studies on animal biodiversity 
and taxonomy, including newly discovered species, which is 
imperative given the unique geography of the Yunnan Province, 
one of the world’s 25 featured biodiversity regions. For example, 
the discovery and naming (Ma et al, 1990), as well as karyotype 
detection, of the Gongshan muntjac (Muntiacus gongshanensis) 
(Shi & Ma, 1988), an endangered species inhabiting the 
Gongshan Mountains in northwestern Yunnan, southeast Tibet 
and northern Myanmar, were originally published in ZR.  

Another major area of coverage in ZR has been the study of 
non-human primates. From 1981-2010, many high quality 
articles were published regarding various aspects of 
primatology, including taxonomy, distribution, ecology, 
conservation, behavior and physiology in diversified primate 
species, such as the rhesus monkey (Macaca mulatta), Assam 
macaque (Macaca assamensis), Tibetan macaque (Macaca 
thibetana), Yunnan black-and-white snub-nosed monkey 
(Rhinopithecus bieti), black-crested gibbon (Hylobates concolor 
jingdongensis), hoolock gibbon (Hoolock hoolock), western 
black crested gibbon (Nomascus concolor), Francois' leaf 
monkey (Trachypithecus francoisi) and Phayre's leaf monkey 
(Trachypithecus phayrei). Publication of these important studies 
plays a crucial role in directing and promoting the development 
of primate research. Today, we continue to publish some of the 
very best research on primates, including the fields of primate 
conservation, behavior and brain sciences and their 
applications in the biomedical field, as featured by our special 

issues in recent years. 
Moreover, ZR is also recognized by its featured publications 

on genetics and evolution and utilization of rich bioresources, 
i.e., studies on DNA polymorphism, Bombina maxima skin 
secretion proteomes and trefoil factors. The special issues 
released on November 1981 (Volume 2) and December 1987 
(Volume 8) on the biochemical characteristics and physiological 
effects of snake venom represented pioneering studies of this 
field in China, and promoted transitions of these academic 
findings into clinical and industrial applications. Numerous 
relevant studies were later awarded with provincial and national 
honors. 

Attributed to the outstanding work of our authors and readers, 
ZR has earned its position and shown its influence as a 
prosperous journal. Citations of ZR publications are impressive, 
and have been increasing since 2002. Up to April 30, 2015, a 
total of 1 384 articles have been cited 5 051 times, with the 
average citation per item being 3.65 (statistical data from 
January 1, 2002, to April 30, 2015, were obtained from Web of 
Science). 

Due to the limited space here, we are unable to list all the 
many wonderful and deserved papers previously published in 
ZR. We hope this brief reflection can help our young readers 
and authors to better know the outstanding contributions of the 
earlier scientists and the path they paved. The dedication and 
endless support of our predecessors, by contributing their 
best research to ZR, has helped shape our reputation. We 
believe that following the strategies of our predecessors, we 
will have an enduring and substantial impact on ZR into the 
future. By working together, ZR will continue to publish the 
best research. 
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